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AMENDMENTS TO THE SOLICITATION

The purpose of this amendment is to address specific questions/concerns
posed by prospective offeror(s).

a. Section F.4 states that the period of performance for the

contract "...shall be from the date of award through 9/30/04 inclusive
of all required reports." Elsewhere the RFP indicates that a 5-year
contract is contemplated. What will be the actual period of performance
for the proposed contract?

RESPONSE: Clause F.4 has been revised as follows:

The period of performance of this contract shall be from date of award
through 9/30/08 inclusive of all required reports.

b. Paragraph (c) of Section L.22 states that firms who provide
services similar to those specified under the proposed contract to State
or local agencies "...may have a significant potential organizational
conflict of interest in relation to the requirements of this
solicitation." What is the exact nature of the potential conflict

that EPA foresees? For example, if the contractor provides carbonyl
sample analysis using TO-11A to EPA as well as to one or more state
agencies under a separate contract, how would this result in a conflict
of interest? 1Is it EPA's intent to prohibit the contractor from
performing similar work for any state or local agency, or is EPA
referring only to potential conflicts of interest that might arise as a
result of providing performance evaluation (PE) support as described
under paragraph (c) of Section H.6?

RESPONSE: We are only referring to potential COI with PE samples.

c. Section H.3 and Section H.4 (an alternate) are clauses that
pertain to organizational conflict of interest. Which one applies to
this RFP?

RESPONSE: Clause H.4 ORGANIZATIONAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST (EPAAR
1552.209-71) (MAY 1994) (ALTERNATE I (MAY 1994)applies. Clause H.3 is
hereby deleted.

d. Section L.29 requires a summary chart of professional skill
mix by the "RFP specified Labor Categories". Where are the specified
labor category definitions located in the RFP, or will EPA provide them

as an amendment?

RESPONSE: No specific labor mix is suggested by the Government. For
the purpose of this solicitation, the following applies:

DEFINITION OF LABOR CLASSIFICATIONS

Offerors shall use the following labor classifications in
preparing their technical and cost proposals:
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PROFESSIONAL

(1) Level 4 - Plans, conducts and supervises projects of major
significance, necessitating advanced knowledge and the ability to
originate and apply new and unique methods and procedures. Supplies
technical advice and counsel to other professionals. Generally operates
with wide latitude for unreviewed action.

Typical Title: Project Leader, Chief Engineer
Normal Qualifications: Ph.D. Degree or equivalent; and Experience: 10
years or more

(2) Level 3 - Under general supervision of project leader, plans,
conducts and supervises assignments normally involving smaller or less
important projects. Estimates and schedules work to meet completion
dates. Directs assistance, reviews progress and evaluates results;
makes changes in methods, design or equipment where necessary. Operates
with same latitude for unreviewed action or decision.

Typical Title: Project Engineer, Group Leader
Normal Qualifications: Masters Degree or equivalent; and
Experience: 6-12 years

(3) Level 2 - Under supervision of a senior or project leader, carries

out assignments associated with projects. Translates technical guidance
received from supervisor into usable data applicable to the particular

assignment coordinates the activities of juniors or technicians. Work

assignments are varied and require some originality and ingenuity.

Typical Title: Engineer, Analyst
Normal Qualifications: B.S. Degree or equivalent; and
Experience: 3-8 years

(4) Level 1 - Lowest or entering classification. Works under close
supervision of senior or project leader. Gathers and correlates basic
data and performs routine analyses. Works on less complicated
assignments where little evaluation is required.

Typical Title: Junior, Associate
Normal Qualifications: B.S. Degree or equivalent; and
Experience: 0-3 years

Experience/Qualifications Substitutions

(1) Any combination of additional years of experience in the proposed
field of expertise plus full time college level study in the particular
field totaling four (4) years will be an acceptable substitute for a
B.S. Degree.

(2) A B.S. Degree plus any combination of additional years of experience

and graduate level study in the proposed field of expertise totaling two
(2) years will be an acceptable substitute for a Masters Degree.
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(3) A B.S. Degree plus any combination of additional

years of experience and graduate level study in the proposed field of
expertise totaling four (4) years or a Masters Degree plus two (2) years
of either additional experience or graduate level study in the proposed
field of expertise will be an acceptable substitute for a Ph.D. Degree.

(4) Additional years of graduate level study in an appropriate field
will be considered equal to years of experience on a one-for-one basis.

e. For costing line items 0005D, 0011D, 0017D, 0023D, and 0029D EPA
specifies Category IV HAPS only, and for costing line items 0005E,
0011E, 0017E, O0023E, and 0029E EPA specifies both Category IV HAPS only
and Category V HAPS only. Does EPA want costing for Category V HAPS
only for line items 0005E, 0011E, 0017E, 0023E, and 0029E, or does EPA
truly want a combined price for both Category IV and Category V HAPS?

RESPONSE: EPA does not want a combined price for both Category IV and
Category V HAP's. The description "Category IV HAP's Only" has been
deleted from line items OOO5E, 00l1l1lE, O0O01l7E, 0023E, and 0029E. The
correct description for these line items is "Category V HAP'S Only."

f. Part I, The Schedule, has ordering period dates for the next 5
years, but the Statement of Work section states that this is a one year
contract. Is this contract for a 1- or 5-year period?

RESPONSE: The contract is for a 5-year period.

g. I am having difficulty finding a copy of the report referenced in
Attachment 7. Could you please direct me to another source other than
the one referenced?

RESPONSE: The following internet site is provided. As noted in
Attachment 7 of the original RFP, the report(s) can either be found at
the internet site or the site includes information concerning obtaining
a copy of the report(s). http://www.epa.gov/ttnamtil/info/pubs/ord.txt

h. Should the cost proposal include costs associated with shipping --
specifically shipping items to the program participants and the
participants returning items to the contractor?

RESPONSE: No. The Government will pay shipping costs through our
Federal Express Account.
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